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Summary

Topics:

1. Why go to College?

2. Differences - School vs. 

University

3. Research

4. Pathways to College

5. CAO Process/Golden Rules

6. Q&A



Opportunity to develop as an individual

- Academically

Study what you have a passion for!

- Socially

Social Development (Clubs & Socs)

Work and/or study abroad

Employment prospects 

and earnings/Job satisfaction



Change, Change, Change é

Institution and Class Size

Timetable

Language/Terminology

Assessment

Independence

Flexibility



Open Days and College visits 

College publications & websites

Guidance Counsellors/teachers

Speak to current students, 
graduates and people 
doing the job that interests the applicant

Course Finder 
Maynooth University Website

Sources of
Information



Studentfinance.ie 
for information on grants

Accesscollege.ie 
for information on HEAR and 
DARE criteria

Qualifax.ie
national database of all courses

Careersportal.ie

Sources of
Information



Pathways to 
College





2nd Level

QQI/FETAC

Institutes of Technology

Course Duration

Level 8: 3 & 4 Yr

Honours Degrees

Level 6: Higher Certificate

Level 7: Ordinary Degree

Level 8: Honours Degree

Level 5: 1 Year

Level 6: 2 Years

Universities

Third Level
Education
In Ireland



84,811
Total No. of 

Persons Applying

Class 2022

60,210
Leaving Certificate

Candidates

43,137
Level 8

Acceptances

6,217
Level 6/7

Acceptances

Leaving Certificate Applied Candidates: 3,173

Further Education (PLC) Applicants: 10,523

Repeat Leaving Certificate Applicants: 744



Importanté.
4th November

Applicants must satisfy:

Matriculation Requirements

Course Requirements

Points

**CAO Handbook 2023

& Miscellaneous Changes

CAO Opens

20th January

Discounted 

Application 

Fee (ú30) Closes

1st February 5th May 1st July

CAO Closes

Restricted 
Courses**

Change of 

Mind opens
Change of 

Mind closes



CAO 
Application 
Number

The application number will be 
communicated by email, also 
texted to the applicant if applicant 
has ticked permission for this.

This number is private and it will be 
used in every correspondence 
between applicant and the CAO for 
the rest of the year.

Applicant must create password for 
their own CAO account



Applying to 
the CAO


